june july 2013 


sonninacommon 





Please send your articles direct by email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


june : july 2013 sonningcommon 


magazine 


Kolar 


2 Community News -— Hedge laying / 
s) (oj (=) ele] 1 @ im (oleliameslele) 













~~Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 





AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork Cosi rit: eects 
Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation Aromatherapy facials. 


* Fencing ¢ Plant Supply. Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp L.H.B.C 
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TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments Bookbus India/Library news 
Baor Recention? Old aerial? Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals As | write this version, from the editorial team, the long hoped for summer Tom Fort / Church news 
Foor Reception: Old aerials: days are still awaiting arrival. Let us hope that as you read this, the waiting aoWENe 


Can't get the new digital channels? H g a ‘aareleis is over and the sun is shining and warm... Fred Curzon 
| There are yet more articles in this issue about the fascinating people who live in our village NU MS MLS fe ISN AC Meno ee 
Give usa call - We can help! oe and what they have achieved; Mel White, Fred Curzon and Rosemary Dunstan. Centre Diary Dates 
ge S S page is an extract from the Traffic Task group who have completed an interim report. The full 


Ph one 07 7 8 o6 73 5 06 . ; . version is available on the newly launched Neighbourhood Development Plan website. CHAIRMAN 
j | , k See aN vane ident Mees When | visited the USA last year, | was fascinated by our visit to a small fishing community Geoffrey Adams 
‘www.caversham aerials.co.u O]1 18 947 4600 called Belfast. They had made an unusual attempt to preserve the limited history they | Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 91D 


= aaTo||imosarelidnalo|al@re)alaliarelere)aalanre)alanrelelerdial—melce 
tel: 0118 972 2134 


DIARY DATES 
Helen Barker 


possessed, by celebrating a Museum of the Streets. Any building, monument or facade with 
some history to it had a board outside displaying the historical information. 


Freeview EHD www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


It struck me that Sonning Common is in a similar position as it does not have the traditional 


JEN’S S village accoutrements. The village will see some expansion over the next few years and it 1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG 
O N N | N G C OMMO N seems like a good time to record for posterity any items we feel are worthwhile. avaatoll Patel claWoxelt ce@ureceroN at=)| 
MOBILE P RE-SCHOOL Tom Fort’s request for photos, postcards and any other information about Widmore Pond tel: 0118 972 1241 
fe AIRDRE SING re x3 would be a good starting point as it is the intention of the Parish Council to commemorate ADVERTISING 
this ancient monument with just such a board, giving information to those passers-by who John Pearman 
AND See acta pause to remind themselves of its origins. 90 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
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BARBER 0118 972 4760 
SERVIC We are a happy friendly pre-school 


welcoming children from 2 years 


Another thought might be to display the photo of Sibella Bonnam-Carter’s trees where they used 
to stand, in the car park behind the village hall and/or outside one of the homes she had, giving 
further information about one of the village’s most important benefactors. We do have also a CONSULTANT EDITOR 





MEN‘S CUT £7 ial A heededbaphaaeniad few Heritage assets which need to be registered such as Reddish Manor and Old Copse. ce 
WOMEN'S WET CUT £14 C/B DRY £20 play. We have a purpose built building 
CHILDREN'S CUT ES & extensive play garden. We hope you enjoy reading this edition and please keep emailing us information! JUNIOR EDITOR 
| Anouska Hawkes 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE : i: 
07753 953 A76 Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm email: 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm | LOMO Uialtolme=xe lire @rxe alallave cero lanlanelalanlerererdat-Kelre 
| COVER IMAGE 
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Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 
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eC | eC 108 Se al { S Adam’ S Pest Contr ol Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50 








a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email: seven 
e . ‘ ‘ Oo 
Nee ree Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 nine 
Rats, mice, aroun ani moles, —,* foxes. Magazine contributions may be posted to: 
vailable ays a week. 
= 1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 91D brand 


BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 
WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 


Invigoration. 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 


ERRORS THAT OCCUR, T 07887 902 376 W tensevennine.com 


Visit our stunning showroom: 


_ 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 


Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 
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The really good news is that 1 Skateparks Limited has 
been contracted to build our Sonning Common 
skatepark. Following feedback from the Design Day 
held in February some amendments are being 
made to the design. The Skatepark will provide 
plenty of scope for the novice as well as the more 
experienced riders to have fun. 
What next? 
approval from SODC Planning 
fund raising the sum of £95,000 
A lot of money 
YOU, the potential users need to hold some 
fund raising events 
Ideas and suggestions to Linda Collison: 
0118 972 3616) or deputyclerk@ 
sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk 
WE will approach local organisations and 
companies for their support. 
WE will apply to nationwide organisations for 
large sums of money 
THEY will need to know that ‘we are doing our bit 
locally’. 
So ... now it’s up to YOU. With your help and 
support we CAN make this happen. 


Whilst this ancient craft is the most visible 
manifestation of the improvements being 
made to the Green, much other work goes 
on behind the scenes to maintain and 
develop it for the benefit of the residents 

of Sonning Common. The simple act of 
clearing a few squares of grass annually 

in the wild central area leaves patches of 
earth which the skylarks can use for landing 
and taking off. An area recently planted 


The youth club was threatened with closure 
2 years ago when Oxfordshire County 
Council withdrew funding from all rural youth 
clubs, The main financial support for Clulo 
SC is now provided by Sonning Common 
Parish Council, and it’s brilliant that there 
continues to be almost 100 registered young 
members from 10 to 16 years of age. There 
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with Budadleias should attract even more 
butterflies to the Green. The lavender hedges 
have been weeded and eighty more 

plants added. The money for their Durchase 
came from donations from the Friends of 
Kennylands Millennium Green, and the work 
was done by members of the Green Gym. 
sonning Common is very fortunate to have 
such an amenity, and residents who are 
willing to support and manage it. 


Anyone interested in becoming a Friend 

of Kennylands Millennium Green should 
telephone 01189722726. Anyone who 
would like to work with the Green Gym should 
contact Robin Howles, Secretary, Sonning 
Common Green Gym, on 01189723528. 





are regularly between 40 and 70 youngsters 
who sign in and pay a nominal entrance fee 
to attend each week on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings. Once they are signed in 
of an evening they must also sign out when 
they leave.Thanks to the excellent facilities 
provided at Chiltern Edge School in Reades 
Lane those coming to the youth club have 
a large amount of space, enabling them to 
meet friends, play and enjoy activities both 
indoors or out whatever the weather. 








“It’s the most people we've ever had,” said On Your Bike organiser, Penny Snowden. “We 
think we've raised almost £5000, which is fantastic! | think the dry weather heloed a lot. 


“There were hundreds of families, dozens of hobby cyclists, and a couple of Dads ran 
the course with their kids pedaling along beside them,” said Penny. “Two young lads 
even did the 6 mile route on unicycles! 


“Our On Your Feet treasure hunt walks around the village were a big success too. And the 
infants playground was full of toddlers racing around on little bikes with stabilisers, and on 
trikes or scooters. There were so many smiling faces. Our cafe did a roaring trade. 


“We want to say a huge thank you to everyone who took part and all the volunteers 
who helped us run the event,” said Penny. “Do keep looking at our website and 
facebook page, as we'll be posting up lots of photographs and video footage.” 


This year’s On Your Bike took place on Sunday 28th April at Sonning Common Primary 
school. All entry fees and monies raised will be shared between Sonning Common 
Primary School & Sue Ryder. 


We did this because we had an assembly about the people who don't get to go to school, in 
Zambia, and the people who don’t get a proper education because of the lack of teachers and 
supplies. Emma and Tabitha thought that they should do the sponsored run and Lally agreed to 
help. So Emma printed off some sponsor sheets and we all ran off fo get some sponsors! 


When we got there it was time to warm-up. We warmed-up with the help of Emma's Dad Richard. 
After we had warmed up we set off for a run. Around 11 laps later we realised how hard it was 
going to be to do 29 more laps, until we got into a groove! 


Altogether we raised over £240 and we are sending it to Zambia. 


We all attend our school’s running club so if wasn't so much of a struggle as if could have been. 





Pranic Healing - what’s it all 
about? 


Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and 
effective system of non-touch energy healing 
developed by M aster Choa Kok Sui. It is based on 
Malou ¢) alae] o)Kommarelanaalcm elele hv ismere) OY~]0) (ome) alct-] 100) 
itself from many different physical and 
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the 
bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the 
physical body also known as the aura. The healer 
increases the body's ability to heal itself by 
making more life energy available for it to use. 


A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and Is 
Suitable for any age and any ailment. 
Please see my website or call me for more 
information on the number below. 


36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX 
07736 298206 
www.uKpranic-healing.co.uk 
sjpranichealing@ gmail.com 


Byways BYontelmarlentes 





Quality Care Dedicated Team 


Mf aspects of general dentistry 
t Jeetn whitening and cosmetics 
VHS for children & anyone in 
full-time education 
+ Affordabie payment plans 
Flexible opening times 


Byways Dental 


a... i 
Imple [ree car parking Practice 





Main St,Checkendon, RGR OSP Tel 01491 680412 








Oak ‘Grove 
Garden’ Services 


LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 
FENCING * TURFING * PATIOS * HEDGING 
WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


PEPPARD FIRST CHOICE FOR 
surcoine sureuies =F HE PROFESSIONAL 


Be, — ‘FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


e Bricks/Blocks 
Pricing /Aggregates 

e Trade Shop 

e Plenty of Parking 
e Web Offers! 








_ Hi, «Competitive Trade 
Th; 
| ¢ Bulk Bags 


= Specialist Insulation 
~ Stockists 


e Indian Sandstone 


Call 0118 972 2028 / Sat Nav RG4 8XA “Terms and 


(Goyareliuteyass 


Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com apply 


Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 


Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits pry 
Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing qe 4 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking : 
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 


Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


+ Cellirgs + Walls Dry Lining *Rendering 
Pebble Dashing+Patch Repair Work 


Call Jamie on 01189 242861 


Or Email: jicox plastering a hotmallce: UK 


Time 4 Pilates 


CI PTC IiAn Ss 


Comprehensive cye 
ChMMinAatioans 


Full contmet lens service 


Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 

MMiain agent for “/ciss 
and Kodenstock lenses 
Free parking 


Wavw robinjames.co. oF 
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WILCOM 
SYSTEMS 


a 
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms 


Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults 
Telephone Systems, Home & Office 

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services 
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights, 

Fuse Boards and Rewires 

Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless 


Call Andrew Willis on 
01491 681197 or 07831 377785 
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk 





Tel; 0118 972 33 80 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0116 972 10 02 
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Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


chrisiitimetpilates.co.uk 








ALL AREAS COVERED a 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (283621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS «BARS 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
CALL OUT SERVICE 





i FULL MEMAR 
: -_ Ol BRITISH 
149) Ob0216 al LOCKSMITH 





- CRESTWELL HOUSE 
Beech Lane, ROS OPA ©® Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: &. J. BONNER 


PWS TL TE 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


Delivered to 1,850 addresses 


Prices from just £25 per issue 


for an advert this size 





Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


CURTAINS, 


TIE BACKS ETC. 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2445 
OR 
0781 S61 OOO7 
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0118 972 3980 


24 PEPPARD ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 
CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM 
CUTS - £11.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 


CUTS & BLOW DRY - £12.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 
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shaping the future of the village 


Residents are being consulied on a 
whole range of exciting, future potential supporting a new Internet cafe in the 
projects for the village. village 


sve Website goes live! 


The Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Party has opened a new website 
at: http://(www.scpc-ndp.co.uk. The purpose of the website is: 


acquiring land for community green space hall or from the parish council's website. See 
www.sonningcommonparisncouncil.org.uk 
under Home page, News and Events. 





to inform residents and other stakeholders of the 
progress of the Plan 


Maps showing the sites that have been 
considered for development (and this is all 
forms of develooment, not just housing) 


and providing keep-fit machines for older 
residents in play areas 


Contact: The Parish Clerk, Village Hall, Wood 
Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL. 


At the annual parish meeting on 13 May, 
convened by the chairman of Sonning 
Common Parish Council, a list of ideas for 
developing the village was presented to 
residents for discussion. 


to ENCOUrAgGe interaction with all interested The parish council would also consider Email: clerk@sonningcommonparishcouncil. 


employing trained staff one day a week to gov.uk 
look after care-dependent residents in the 
village hall so that their carers could have 
a break. Comments or suggestions may be made to 
the parish clerk by email or post, as above. 


parties. Frequently asked questions 


At present, the Website is at a formative stage but Meetings and Reports 


Phone: 0118 972 3616 
contains the following: 


The ideas were generated at a parish council 
brainstorming session at the end of last year. 
The council is now consulting residents on 
those ideas to draw up a list of priorities for 
the future. 


At this stage, we welcome any constructive 
contributions for the website develooment as well 
as any views on the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan itself. The develooment sites assessment and 
consultation process is already well advanced so 
the opportunities for changing the work done to 
date will be limited, although not ruled out entirely! 


Vision Statement 
speaking after the meeting, Douglas Kedge, 
Chairman of the parish council, said: “It is 
vitally important that the parish council and 
residents work together on deciding which 
future projects are important and which 

are unimportant. 


Contact Details 

Links to other relevant sites (such as South 
Oxfordshire District Council's Core Strategy) 
List of Working Party Members 

Link to the NDP Traffic Task Survey 


In the near future, we will include sections covering; 
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Library Friday 3 May was a 
GREAT success! 


SONNING 
COMMON 


| Please drive carefully 


Ideas include: 
building a sports centre 


Please use this website to keep up to date on the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 


increasing car parking facilities in the 
village centre 


“We should like as many people as possible 
to look at the ideas we have put together 
and give us their comments on them or put 
forward any new ideas they might have. All 
views will be given careful consideration by 
the parish council.” 


Objectives of the Neighbourhood F : 
Development Plan \ NEIGH BOURHOM ND 
wATCH VILLAGE 


, - 
eh 4 =i 
ia 5 
= Bi 
- = 
ya r=, 
a [ee 


abe 


installing pedestrian crossings on Wood 
Lane, Grove Road and Reades Lane 
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ENO of year crime figures 


All crime has been reduced by 9.8% and 27.9% of all crime reported has been detected. 
We were the second best performing Local Police Area in Thames Valley delivering: 


initiating a public tree-planting project 
subsidising staff costs at the village library 
A full list of potential village projects is 
available from the parish office in the village 


funding and supporting more community 
allotments 


What has been done To the Post Office? 





rNaie)ale(=1ai0| me] Kole] eme)m el-\e)e)(-) 
fo) eo || ele (=\meoxe|pal- mom e)(olvmelale 
MN Le Sem ()',=)\/Amcyeles (010) (= mel ale 


Talfo)"fole)(-Maale)iallale F A 15.6% reduction in Violent Crime 


yom) e)rolamin-Kelrelelalx- mxel(ek A 0.3% reduction in Dwelling Burglary 


mA etme(-\elai(romiiiamiat-mielin 

fo) Uj mo laromiat—msre) ala) lave m Oxe)anlanreyal 
Mle) folavAl (ecm yen <ialo mom alesimial= 
r= \V(=) a) a ao (@ avon (e(-lom|melalyie)a\=) 
Vole l(oMiUlsame| omm eli miai-)(-m)erme| 
Ko)V{=\\"are|(e]0| eke) m el=1e) e)(- me) me ||| 
‘oo {=Sa Valo mere|pal- miro elle \"AM (=) 
rom alo)'m elle lalaliare mromate)(omial— 
event on the first Friday of every 
gate)aliamemccem lal-mal-)(me)al—mUli mel) 
on Friday 7 June. EVERYONE’S 
(=) Core)a at =m (om exe)aat—me |(e) ale melare| 
Mane] i(=t0 [em (ele) <iae Mie)ai(elcomre 
the next onel!. 


li Rsyoico{e [eye mere)alallave m@xe)anlanreya) 
resident, said “It was great fun’. 
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A 27.5% detection rate in Dwelling Burglary 
A 30.3% detection rate in Serious Sexual Offences 
A 47.4% detection rate in Violence against the Person with Injury 


These figures should be viewed in the context of our continuing reduction of crime over the last ten years 
which can be seen below; 


003/4 } 2004/5 : 2005/6 | 2006/7 : 2007/8 : 2008/9 : 2009/10 {2010/11 2011/12 :2012/13 





14740 15675 : 14635 | 15017 : 14220 : 13475 : 12351 : 12076: 10178 : 9159 


One of the crimes that we have particularly focussed on during this period has been dwelling burglary. This 
is GQ pernicious crime that can have a devastating impact on those in the community whose homes are 
invaded and where often irreplaceable items are stolen. We have reduced these offences by 57.3%. 





844 : 806 : 659 } 635 : : 580 : 527 : 361 : 360 


These figures represent 5,581 less victims of crime and almost 500 fewer victims of burglary a year. This 
level of performance doesn't just happen. It is delivered by committed, professional Police Officers and 
Police Staff wno care about their local communities 


We are extremely conscious that an increasing number of criminals are targeting rural communities, 
preying on isolated and vulnerable areas and targeting these individuals. This is a priority for us this year. If 
we are to further reduce crime we recognise that we will increasingly need the help of the public and we 
will therefore be looking to develop our Neighbourhood Watch Schemes across the district. 


ANDY BOYD 
Superintendent - South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse LPA 


Changes to the village Post Office 
came under heated discussion 

at the annual meeting between 
residents and parish council 
representatives last month. 


The extensive re-modelling of the Post 
Office, in the One-Stop shop, early this year 
has provoked some criticism from residents. 


So, Douglas Kedge, chairman of Sonning 
Common Parish Council, invited Post 
Office representative Laura Tarling along to 
the annual parish meeting to explain the 
rationale behind the changes. 


Ms Tarling explained that the village Post 
Office had been modernised as part of a 
programme to update half of the nation’s 
post offices by 2015. 


she said: “The Post Office needs to move 
with the times. We are looking to become 
more efficient so that, in future, we will 
have to rely less on subsidies from the 
Government. 


“We also need to become more relevant 
to customers who want to have greater 
convenience in their shopping. Customers 
tell us they want longer opening hours and 
shorter queues and that is what we are 
trying to provide.” 

Ms Tarling said that the removal of the “glass 
fortress” from the back of the One-Stop 
made the Post Office “more friendly”. And 
positioning the Post Office counter next to 
the retail counter allowed the same staff 
to look after both counters. It also freed 

up valuable retail soace for One-Stop 
customers, she said. 


Under the new arrangements, One-Stop 
employs staff to operate the Post Office 
while training for those staff is provided by 
the Post Office. As the operator, the One- 
Stop is required to meet certain standards in 
customer service and opening hours. 


Residents at the meeting raised concerns 
over inadequately trained staff, poor 
customer service, lack of security and 
Queueing times. 


Kennylands Road resident Diana Pearman 
reported that she had to make three 
attempts to post a parcel; Dirk Jones, also 
of Kennylands Road, said he refused to post 
anything of value because he was worried 
about lack of security; while John Stoves, of 
Woodlands Road, said he found the new 
arrangements confusing and no longer 
used the Post Office. 


Ms Tarling promised to pass on residents’ 
concerns to the One-Stop manager. She 
announced that the Post Office would be 
carrying out further research following the 
changes and invited residents to comment. 
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Call Mi y Dr iver T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation ¢ Maintenance « Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 


Fr ] en d / Y & R e | j | b | e adaptations, power flush. 























| San A | | , a | Hot water cylinder replacement. 
Mi Everyone, Ay. AR ' a bo ;. 6 >. a Ta XI Service All plumbing work undertaken. 
Hopefully by tbe ea dithis, the we oe aan upyand everyone will | Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 
be Idoking, forward tc the summer holide nif forget to t : c | 






Based in Sonnin g Common ¢No call out charge »Free-estimates Fully insured 
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apnea wor”. wee ARK EE TV AERIAL SERVICES | | pom 7 
Dear Mum, L y\p) pb) = R — (© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied | | 
a a receive this note then you will know — | | WOR D SEAR CH | _ (© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 7 | | ul | “a | 


that | have gone. But you will not Know why, : = : | (© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
| will tell you. All my life, as you know, | have . This word ladder 
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Mr Fixit 


Op) gunningplumbing. com 
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‘ Pe = a —— | ee ee et Cee Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! : 
‘t Back in April, my guide pack and a few  RgMMnNMnaie: Quine reel Sm) (egies seem sce All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING. HEATING. & GAS WORK 
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been waiering the plants every week. : | “a Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 

Hopefully now you'llbe able tosee » | - Hedge and Tree Cutting. 

the results of our hard work. & =z : = ; ) Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 934 
ne i ; | No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates = " ; 


07752 759908 www.gunningplumbing.com 
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CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 


AXo | al=X=) NAc WAC 16001 am Da leatomelele) e) (sre, 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 


THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 


Telephone: 01 491 nieve 


email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 
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Harawood F ooring & Refurbishment 
* Supply & Installation, hand finished 
' Ff RESTOR 1E your old damage oN Wood ace 
repair, sand & re-sea 
J Domes Stic and commer cial. 
® 10: years experience. 
. Many reference § available, 
98% dust free machines - FREE QUOTATION 


THE: = 


Tel: | “01189 476907 Mob: 077 66 54% 8366 


THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB 

Bird Wood Court 

Peppard Road 

Sonning Common 

(Registered Charity No. 1062939) 

# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment 
and dance studio 

 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels 

@ General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities 

# Pre-School programmes 

# Ballet Classes 

# Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 

# Gym Birthday Parties 

# Room for hire 


For further information, please call in or telephone 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
«Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
«Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 
¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 
Hedge Cutting & Planting 





Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH... 


100 years of the primary school in a book 


By ROS VARNES 


In the words of the specially- 
designed logo to mark 

the centenary of Sonning 
Common Primary School: 
“Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow”. And that was 
exactly the case with a book 
charting the 100-year history 
of the school came about. 


A working group was set up in 2011 to start 
planning the 2013 centenary celebrations. 
When retired deputy headteacher Melanie 
White agreed to join the group, little did she 
know that she would end up researching the 
school's entire history and producing a book 
at the end! 


said Melanie, who taught at the primary 
school for 34 years: “Someone suggested 
there should be a book. We talked about a 
number of people contributing to the book 
but in the end decided that it should be 
written by one person, for consistency of style. 


“Everyone looked at me and | said | would do 
it. The whole project took about 18 months 
from beginning to end. It took over my life at 
times. | remember many nights lying awake 
thinking about what to put into the book. 


“But if was all worthwhile. | have met and 
spoken with many interesting people during 
the course of my research and | am very 
grateful to all those who helped me put the 
book together.” 


Melanie was keen that the book should be 
written in an informal, chatty style with as 
many names and pictures of people as she 
could find. 


she planned fo start her research by 
consulting the headteachers’ log books, 
which record daily life at the school, including 
sporting achievements, school visits and 
Ofsted inspections. 


However, she discovered, to her horror, that 
the log book for the period 1913 to 1970 was 
missing and it is still missing. 


Undeterred, Melanie, along with teaching 
assistant Caroline Conway, visited Oxfordshire 
County Council's archives. They discovered 
the minutes of managers’ meetings - 
equivalent to modern day governors’ 
meetings - and were able to piece 

together what had happened during the 
missing period. 


Melanie also researched the school’s 
punishment books from 1913 onwards. 

she saw who had been caned, how many 
times and for what misdemeanours. She 
also had the admissions records from 1913 
to the 1990s. 


‘Sonning Common Primary School. A History 
1913 - 2013’ was published at the beginning 
of the year and a copy generously presented 
to every family currently linked with the school. 


Chapter One begins with education in 
sonning Common pre-1913. All nine 
headteachers of the school have their own 
Chapter, beginning with Mr F W Woodward 
whose tenure was punctuated by military 
service to the First World War, right up to the 
oresent headteacher, Mr Chris Hirst, who 
joined the school in 2009. 


Included is a caretaker’s story, from Patrick 
Butler, who has served at the school for 40 
years; a pupil's story, from village resident John 
Earle, who is now in his mid-80s; a family’s 


story, from dinner lady Joyce Wise; and a 
teacher's story, from Melanie herself. 


Although prior to producing the book Melanie 
had never written anything other than school 
reports, she enjoyed the experience so much 
that she would consider writing a children’s 
book, set in school. 


she certainly has plenty of experience to draw 
on. As she says: “Over the years | have taught 
every age group within almost every room at 
the school.” 


Sonning Common Primary School is holding 
a series of open evenings fo celebrate ifs 
100th birthday. All of the events are from 
7EM fo Yom. People with an association with 
the school pre-1959 are invited to attend on 
Tuesday 11 June; 1960 to 1979 on Thursday 
13 June; 1980 to 1999 on Tuesday 25 June; 
and 2000 to date on Thursday 27 June. 





This is an extract from their interim report of 
the problem areas and potential solutions 
(in blue italics). 


The Bus Company has suggested that the 
traffic problems in the centre of the village 
may cause the withdrawal of the bus service 
from the area. If this happened all buses 

to the village would be restricted to the 
Peppard Road. 


Car parking is an acknowledged problem 
with a perceived lack of parking in the 
village centre. 


The arterial routes through the village are 
Kennylands Road and Peppard Road. Both 
of these roads can be very busy, particularly 
at peak rush hour, and in the case of 
Kennylands Road, around school times. 

Both suffer considerably from speeding 
vehicles. Reades Lane is narrow and winding, 


especially approaching Chiltern Edge School. 


Delivery vehicles are clearly necessary for 
supplying the crucial shops and businesses in 
the village. 





There is no pavement on Kennylands Road, 
south of Essex Way, although there are houses 
to which people need pedestrian access. 





-EE-COT SEATING 


U pholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair 
Caning, French Polishing 
& Furniture Repairs 


LIZANNE SMITH 
TEL: 0118 972 4560 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 
homme AN te > q1 oii [eq = 





LKOKE Set in an idyllic village location, our 

— ! = aa small, friendly pre-school creates a 
fee very special environment for children 

——~ | 'v\s* guided by a team of highly qualified, 


= 







With excellent links to 

Kidmore End Primary School _ 
and only 5 minutes from | 
Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Peppard and Emmer Green. 


Oise 
Outstanding 
A010) 2011 











Loose Covers 


Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 


Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 








caring staff. Please contact us for details. 





wood lane dentistry 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

© Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 





Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ 
www.woodlianedentistry.co.uk Telephone 0118 9722626 


Stafford & Son 


Local Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services 


Other services inall aspects of garden and 
grounds maulenince, be il large or seul, wn- 
cluding hedge and wee work: 


Fencing, landscaping, pressure waalung and Atidrevw Stafford 
goeral ground works. 
Ponce: (1497 642 191 


Interior and extenor Wilding maintenance, | 
Atob, OF S99 980 137 


including guiter repairs | clearing and handy 





Man services 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 





SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 

Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Cofin Ward 0118972 2075 


Your Parish Council is working very hard on a number of projects. In addition, it is perhaps not generally realised that 34 posts within the 
Council and 7 on external bodies are filled by the 12 councillor members. We may well have to consider increasing councillor numbers 
once the issue of boundary changes is settled. 


All the councillors and many residents are very aware of the remarkable contribution of the office staff to the work of the Council. In 
particular, without the expertise and commitment of our Clerk (Philip Collings) and Deputy Clerk (Linda Collison) very little could be 
achieved. Our thanks also, to Tony Parisi for all his efforts in keeping the village and the play areas clean and tidy. 


During 2012-13 Sonning Common 
Parish Council awarded a total of 
£15,182.50 as follows: 


1. £4,500 - SC Youth Club 

2. £1,303 - SC Magazine 

3. £500 - Village Gardeners 

4. £37.50 - Horticultural Society 
5. £8,303 - Land for Skatepark 
6 

7 

8 

9 

1 





£100 - Henley & District CAB 
£100 - South and Vale Carers 
£89 - Twinning team 

. £100 - Home Start 

0. £150 - On Your Bike 


If you would like to apply for a grant 
for your charity, club or society, 
please contact the Parish Clerk. 


FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS: Mondays 
8pm: June 17 and July 15. 

FINANCE MEETINGS: Wednesdays 
7:30pm: June 5, July 10 and August 7. 
PLANNING MEETINGS: Mondays 
7:30pm: June 3 & 17, July 8 & 22, 
August 5 & 19. 

Meetings are held in the Village Hall 


When is a pot hole, not a pot 
hole? When it’s less than 40 mm 
deep (according to OCC). 


CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
For all matters please contact Philip Collings, Parish Clerk on 0118 972 3616 or email clerkK@sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk 
This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition. 
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The main purpose of my visit was to be a 
volunteer in the pilot project of the Bookbus 
in India, and as we four volunteers, and 
leader Kelly, faced our first day at school, 
none of us knew exactly what to expect. 


Five small village schools around Mandore 
(near Jodhpur) had been selected, and 
we were driven in a jeep through dusty, dry 
farmland, with our bags of books and croft 
materials, to the first of these. 


They received us, quite literally, with open 
arms! Few of the villagers spoke English, 

but they were full of smiles and handshakes 
for us (Hindi is the common language, but 
English is taught as a second language, in 
the same way as schools here in England 
teach French). 


There was drumming, and singing, and 
dancing, followed by tea, and speeches, 
and garlands of fresh flowers for all the 
volunteers. 


We had decided to work together as a 
group for all the classes in the first week, so 
that we could gauge their level of English 
and reading. We based all our activities on 
the theme of ‘colour’, and had prepared 
visual aids and worksheets using multi- 
coloured paper. 


We had a very basic book about a dog 
called Jojo in both English and Hindi, 
which we varied for the different levels in 
each class, and as the week progressed 
we refined and adapted our techniques 
according to our daily experiences. 


We found that some children were not yet 
able to read the Hindi, so we didn't try too 
hard to teach them to read English! 


Most children had a school bag containing 
text books, and a pencil tin containing a 
pencil, a rubber, a ruler, and sometimes a 
sharpener. Crayons were a real treat, and 
glue sticks were a mystery to most children. 


At the end of the first week we had a 
discussion and decided that the group work 
was a success, and we would continue 

it into week 2. We all took turns in leading 
the sessions with different age groups and 
different books, and | thought we worked 
well together. 


The themes for the second week were 
numbers and animals, and we managed to 
include colours from the first week too - and 
fruits, reading the book ‘Handa’s Surprise’. 


For the younger ones, animals were popular, 


using the book, ‘Walking Through the Jungle’ 


— we all had fun pretending to be the 
different animals in the jungle! 


We played games with the children: 
matching cards, word searches, and colour- 
by-numbers; and all the younger children 
made twirly number snakes to take home. 
At one school we were even required to 
attempt to play volleyball. (The game 

didn't last long though,as the children soon 
realised that we were hopeless at it!). 


We were greeted everywhere with smiles 
and waves, and found India to be a very 
friendly place fo visit. All the children at the 
five schools were enthusiastic, and really 
keen to learn new things. 


| was quite sad to leave at the end of my 
two weeks, and felt | had made many new 
friends among the volunteers and the staff 
at the guest house where we stayed. Maybe 
I'll go back again one day. 
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POND 


I’ve spent a good deal of my life 
— some might say too much - in, 
on and around waier. I’ve always 
been happiest messing around 
in the proximity of streams, rivers, 
lakes, pools, meres, lochs, loughs 
— and ponds. 


It follows that | regard village ponds as a good 
thing, and a village that has a pond is blessed 
above one that doesn’t. Villages without 
ponds are all very well, but a pond — well, it 
adds something, does it not? 


| would not claim that our own Widmore 

Pond is one of most picturesque | have ever 
lingered by. It lacks something in the way of 
reeds and weeds and weeping willows. On 
the other hand it has Duckingham Palace, 
and ducks, plenty of ducks, and fish, plenty of 


A total of £173 was raised at the Lent lunch, 
organised by Sue Nickson, for the Sonning 
Common Health Centre Community Fund. 


As usual the Lent course attracted good 
attendance from all church members 
preparing for the celebration of Easter, 
when both churches were full. 


Many thanks to all those who collected 
money for and donated to the cause of 
Christian Aid in May. We really appreciate 
your support in triple dip times. 


Saturday 22 June at 11.30 am Giff Day 
Concert at St John’s - donations very 
welcome! 


Saturday 6 July at 7.30 pm By a Mill 
Stream: Rustic, rural and resonant sounds 
of the country at All Saints Church, 
Peppard — a concert for Christian AID. 


hort 


them too. The water goes an odd colour 
sometimes, particularly in hot weather. But 
on the whole it is healthy and clean. It is 
also extremely well looked after by Mr and 
Mrs Brownjohn, and Sonning Common 
can count itself fortunate to have two such 
dedicated pond-lovers living so close by. 


Like most village ponds, Widmore Pond is 
extremely old. Just how old is a matter for 
conjecture. It was certainly around five 
hundred years ago and may —| stress the 
“may” — even be Roman in origin. 


Needless to say, | am on the parish council's 
pond committee, and we have plans to 
install one of those splendid information 
panels next to the pond to give the many 
visitors something to look at should they 
grow weary of watching the ducks swimming 
in Circles. 


h new 


Sunday 30 July at 10.30am_ 5th Sunday in 
the month — a combined Benefice service 
at All Saints Church in Peppard. No services 
at Christ the King or St Johns. 


DON’T FORGET: 


The Little Lambs church group for under- 
fives meets the last Wednesday of the 
month in term time between 9.30 and 
10.30 am for a short service, craft and 
refreshments at St John’s, Kidmore End. 
Contact Felicity Cooper 0118 947 7862 
for further details. 





Thursday 20 June and Thursday 18 July 
Drop-in 2.30 to 4pm: for a coffee, chat, 
and biscuits at Christ the King in Sedgewell 
Road. Transport can be arranged - contact 
Jenny McGregor on 0118 947 2855. 





Common Sense Nutrition 


Computer repairs 





Weight Loss, gain, maintenance, 
bowel disorders e.g. IBS, 
pre-conception, pregnancy, 
breast-feeding nutrition, 
infant & child nutrition, 
food intolerance &allergy, 
meal planning & preparation, 
food shopping advice, dietary review. 


Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 
Tel: 0776 1783034 
zoehorsepool@hotmail.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


Zoe Horsepool B.Sc., A.Nutr. 


ana art ane rh B eT a | 
16 Lambourne Road, 
















TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


For more information, contact 


TOMALIN & SON 


Funeral Directors 
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A Family Owned Funeral Service 


T el: (01491) 573370 T el: (01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE £40 John Lewis Voucher 
38 READING ROAD or 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES £40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
RG9Y1AG with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans Funeral Plans 





And that brings me to my question: does 
anyone have any historic photographs or 
postcards or illustrations of any kind of the 
pond and its surroundings? We would like to 
reproduce material of that kind on the board, 
so if you do have something, please feel free 
to call me on 0118 972 2641, or email me at 
tom.fort@virgin.net 





ES sic Electrical Services Limited OA 
——— _— Tai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall, 


sonning Common Electrician 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jjcelacservitd 


Tuesdays (Term time) 


-G\BCSE iscali.co.uk 
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


ELECSA 





Want to find out more about what goes 
on within the churches for as little as £5 
a year? Want to have our magazine The 
Lamb and Flag delivered to your door 
every month? Contact Neil Scott on 
0118 972 3890. 


9.30-10.30 - Improvers 
10.45-11.45 - Beginners 


Chen style Tai chi 
Improve your stamina, balance, strength 
& Co-ordination 


« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
« New Installation work 
* Fuse board changes 


+ Lighting advice and installation please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 


www.debbiepage.org 
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ROSEMARY HOUSE 
(on behalf of CTK and JTB PCC) 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 


| You may be surprised 
Animal Feed We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 


we now stock 
Frozen M eat for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


{ OTSWOLD BATT 
_fRI 2 oe oe 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


Animal Well Being 
Wild Birds 

Ponds 

Farm Animals 
Domestic Animals 
Wild life 

Toys and Beds 


Tol alaliate mOxe)anlaaleyaM c= 1e).dare Lit 
with local, helpfull service since 1960 


\ WINNER OF THE 
) VAUXHALL CUSTOMER 
Baiatts ea ye 





MasterFit Servicing 
from a dealer established for over 50 years! 


MUNA Te laleliarecxelanlaateyanyc-leydat-]\moolan 


0118 972 2021 


eazy) 0f=]a0 Mm acor-lo pmere)alaliave mOxe)nalaale)ammacy-lel[ale 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 


your next on production of this voucher 





SHARP BUILDING SERVICES 


The local builder for all your building work: 


EXTENSIONS 
ALTERATIONS 
REPAIRS 
TILING 


Phone Steve on: 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 


‘ ‘Sa poster interiors 


U RTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 


Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


‘Telephone: 01491 680291 


for reliable and personal service 














Bree Roa 
The Wedding House of Wallingford 
Ayres Yard, Station Road, 
Wallingford, OX10 0} Z 
(Directly behind the Esso garage) 


01491 825595 e: charlyne@btinternet.com 


Designer Wedding Gowns 
Bridesmaid - Flower Girl - Prom Dresses 
Shoes - Accessories 


Telalayiare mOve)atitele) sm oa :1 ml Or-la= 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 
Cats 
Daily visits to claan, faed and pamper 
small Pets 
Home visits lo care for your Rabbits, 
Guinea Pigs, Hampsters etc 
Dog Walking 
Regular of occasional walks 
Puppy Visits : | 
To feed, play, tollet break and clean up =” 
Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7 787 114536 


Beville 


Residential & Probate Valuations 





Development & Planning Advice 
New Homes Financial Advice 


0118 9242526 _ info@beville.co.uk 
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU 


www.beville.co.uk 


| echo the views expressed by Geoffrey Adams, in last 
month's magazine, concerning continued access for the 
community to Bishopswood Recreation Ground. 

Of particular concern is that, while footballers and 

locals having co-existed very happily for decades - with 
people always deferring to the players when they are on 
site - since Rotherfield United Football Club purchased 
the land, some of their representatives seem to have 
taken Up a somewhat unnecessarily hostile position 
towards villagers who enjoy the use of the field, quite 
frequently threatening that they will indeed fence it in. As 
Geoffrey pointed out, this would not only contravene the 
wording of the Covenant, under whose terms the Clulo 
presumably knowingly purchased the land, but also the 
spirit of cooperation which has worked very well for so 
many years. As has been mentioned, the field provides 
probably the only amenity of its kind in the village for 
recreational activities - at least] 2, last time | counted - 
and it would be a tragedy if any attempt were made to 
curtail these. | hope a spirit of tolerance, empathy and 
cooperation will prevail. 


CAROL O'NEILL 
> 
—s * a a ~ a Ae) 
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Our village is 
looking sO good 7 


/ 





| feel moved to write on two counts. 


Firstly | want to record my delight and pleasure in the 
appearance of our Village. At last Spring has arrived 
in earnest and the Village Gardeners are truly to be congratulated on the 
amazing difference all their hard work has made. The daffodils and narcissus 
look fantastic throughout the Village, and the planted tulbs and wheelbarrows 
add an individual and unusual touch. The newly planted bank opposite Carl 
Woods Butchers is a sight to behold in the first season since planting. Many 
congratulations to everyone involved - in any way - and to Chrissie Phillios- 
Tilbury and Jill Greenwood who had/have the vision and the determination 
and energy to bring that vision to fruition along with all their gardeners. 


secondly, thanks are due to the Parish Council and to the Clerk, Philio Collings 
particularly, for resoonding so quickly to my request for the bus-shelter in Wood 
Lane to be thoroughly cleaned. The difference a clean bus-shelter makes to 
the overall appearance of the Village Centre cannot be underestimated. Our 
Village is looking so good - let's all help to keep it that way - and litter-free for 
everyone's enjoyment. 


MARGARET MOOLA. 
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Quizemaster hangs 


up his Questions 


Interview by IONE STACEY 


After nearly 20 years 
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as Quwizmaster of 

the annual Sonning 
Common Village 

Quiz, Fred Curzon has 
decided to step down 
and hand over over the 
microphone. 





Personally, | don’t hold any records 
for attending, winning or even 
coming last at any of the quizzes but 
| was curious as fo how they started 
and thought that Fred’s reflections on 
his 20 years at the helm should be 
recorded and published in the village 
magazine for others to enjoy. 


So ... prompted by a few questions, 
this is what he said: 


First quiz, why, when, where? 
Who won? 


The first Village Quiz was held in April 
1994 at Bishopswood Sports Ground in 
the social club and was won by ‘The 
Teechers’ team. | had suggested in the 
sonning Common Magazine that this 
might be a good communhnity event and 
eighteen teams took part. In those days 
| posted notices on all the village notice 
boards. 


Have any teams entered all 20 
quizzes? 

some team names have changed over 
the years but only three definitely took 
part in all twenty: “The Teechers’, “Joy's 
Team and °Red House Drive’. 


Which team has won the most 
times? 

The Teechers, Minus |.Qs and Brenda’ s 
Buddies have all won three times. 


Which team has won the most 
points in one evening? 


Since 2004 the maximum points 
available has been 140. The highest 
percentage of points to win was by 
Springers in 1999, and the lowest winning 
percentage was in the first quiz. 


Best moment? 


The first year that we had over twenty 
teams in 2004, when we actually had 22, 


Worst moment? 


My one real faux pas was thinking Widow 
Twankey was in Mother Goose. How | 
made that mistake | will never Know and 
some people don't let me forget it! The 
joke was that one team in the room had 
my answer so we ended up with every 
team getting a point. 


Funniest moment? 


| enjoyed many amusing moments but | 
found it really funny when ‘The Desperate 
Housewives’ and ‘The People’s Front of 
Judea’ started to swap messages by way 


of the whiteboards. Some people take 
the evening very seriously but | think it 
good to have a few laughs. 


Most difficult question? 


This is not easy to answer. My philosophy 
is tO hope that at least one person in 
the room has my answer but it is nice to 
know that occasionally you have asked 
a question that no-one can answer. Two 
come to mind: 


1. Which is the shortest day of the year? 
Answer: The Day the clocks go forward. 


2 Who vowed to always love rocknroll? 
Answer: Kate Winslet. (she married Ned 
Rocknroll!) 


Tiebreaks...what were they and 
when/why did you have to use 
them? 


| always have five tie-break questions 
ready. Three winners have been decided 
in this manner in 1996, 2004 and 2005. It 
was like a penalty shoot-out; the highest 
score from 5 questions. | also used a Ttie- 
break to decide second place one year. 


Any question that you may have 
given the wrong answer to? 


| have asked 2020 individual questions. 
sometimes it might be my question 


which could have been clearer. As you 
know, | always say that my answer is 
correct for that evening. Most people 
accept that and hardly any have ever 
made an issue out of a difference of 
opinion. For example when does a 

hill become a mountain? Even Alfred 
Wainwright was never convinced of this 
definition and according to the recent 
news, this is still under discussion. 


If you could choose any person, 
living or dead, fo join you to 
make up a Two person quiz 
team, who would you choose? 


| would go for either Fred Housego (a 
former winner of Mastermind) or Richard 
Osman of Pointless. 


Total raised from the quiz for 
SCPS? 


This is a tricky one. | think that the quiz 
itself raised a total of £1352 all told. Since 
2006 the Sonning Common School PTA 
has run the bar and raffle, and we have 
raised a total of £4155, including quiz 
surplus of £924, You have to remember 
that | did not set it up with a profit in 
mind. If | was starting again | would 
approach it differently. 


sonningcommon 


magazine 


Who’s going to run the quiz from 
now on? 


Hopefully some individual, or a couple 
of people, will be interested in taking 
on the quiz. If has been a fixture in the 
village calendar for twenty years and 

| would like that to continue for many 
more. | look forward to sitting on the 
other side of the fence and competing 
for the trophy that | have presented 
every year. 
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We turn feel ha gS hayes) fl evlags 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 9723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


\/ ACR NI | al a fi 
www.compasswatersofteners. 








Ir (Husband & Wife Team) 
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Lampe rss DOORS - CONSERVATORIES | 
Lewapec SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 
WINDOW REPAIRS - MISTY GLASS 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
0118 972 4376 or 07785928190 





All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 








HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 


Landscaping Design, Consiry thon, Garden makeover, 
Groundwork 
Timoer Work = Gileways, Decking Arches, Pergola. Gasobo 
Fencing = Panel, Clos’ Bourd, Wire nicsh Steck fence, 

Gardening - 
Tree work - 
Driveways - GravelPaved Grek, Goncrett 
Ponds. - 
Patios - 
Log's: for sale - 


Claarah c8; Fooliegs, Drainage. Gredlag: 


Mowing, Weeding, Prining, Ciearance 


Felling, Lomning. Pru, Crearance 


Water features, Ponds, Foils 
Gat Sianty, Pavers, Efe, 


Gil and sole io aie 


Ea eat HAAS Co oPinen 


Tel. / Fax: 0118 9721342 


Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com 


MEB’S Decorplus 
Mrs 


eInterior and Exterior Decorating ePlastering 

eFloor and Wall Tiling eArtexing 

eWallpaper Hanging eCarpentry- Architraves + Doors + Skirting eCoving 
Complete Home Improvements 

eNHBC Awarded ePPL Insured 


eInsurance Work Undertaken 


(Quality Comes As Standard) 


e30+ Year in Business 


Sonning Commom 


(T)07880 542363 


Tel: 0118 9721442 


(M)07920 092875 











We have a flourishing mini and youth section 
with youngsters from Reception class through 
to Year 13, which now includes a dedicated 
girls team. Our adult division is establishing itself 
in the Reading League, with our ambition of 
having our first team playing in the Hellenic 
League within the next 3-5 seasons. 


The club has recently been granted planning 
permission to construct a clubhouse near 

the main entrance. The clulohouse will consist 
of four changing rooms, match officials 
changing rooms, toilets, a teaching / social 
space as well as a kitchen. The club is now 
preparing a tender to go out to construction 
companies in the next 4-6 weeks. Once this is 
done our efforts will turn to raising the funds for 
the project from both the club membership 
as well as funding bodies such as the Football 
Foundation and Sport England. 


Whilst Bishopswood Sports Ground is private 
property, wholly owned by Rotherfield United, 
there is a covenant on the land to permit 
public access for informal recreation, although 
this can be restricted for the safe operation 

of the land for its primary purpose, which is for 
organised sport. As an integral part of the local 
community we are committed to maintaining 
oublic access to the site. Furlhermore 


responsible users of Bishopswood are good 
friends of the football club and helo to make 
the whole site easier to manage and safer for 
everyone. Having the communhnity keep their 
eyes and ears open to any unwanted uses 

is exactly what we need. If anyone does see 
anything inappropriate on the site please call 
0845 094 1206. 


Our main challenges with managing 
Bishopswood include litter, dog mess and 
illegal vehicle access. The club is putting 
considerable effort and expenses into the 
maintenance of the ground and we have 
been undertaking a significant amount of 
remedial work such as cutting out dead wood 
and clearing bracken so we can access the 
boundary and hedgerow for maintenance. 
We are also in the process of securing the 
boundaries of the ground to allow continued 
access for walkers and cyclist but restrict 
access for motorbikes and all terrain vehicles. 
These vehicles are not only a safety hazard for 
users of the ground, but cause considerable 
damage to the playing surface. 


In order to protect public access further we are 





working in conjunction with Oxfordshire County 
Council to dedicate a new public footpath 
around the bottom and woodland side of 

the ground to join two unconnected public 
footpaths. We have also recently agreed with 
sonning Common Parish Council to release 

a parcel of land for them to develop a skate 
park or similar community amenity. 


Further projects under planning at the club 
include improvements to the playing facilities 
and surfaces and the develooment of an 
all-weather pitch on the site of the current 
temporary buildings and old demolished 
clubhouse. 


In September the club is planning to 

hold another public briefing in Sonning 
Common Village Hall to update the village 
on the develoomenits at the club and at 
Bishopswood. In the meantime if anyone has 
questions regarding the club or Bishooswood 
please do contact us directly via email to 
info@rotherfieldfc.com 



































































































































































































































SIDE ELEVATION 








REAR ELEVATION 








SIDE ELEVATION 





FOR BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 


Choose from our wide range of quality garden 


diary dates 





services: design and construction, plants and 
maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you. 
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate 


from RHS qualified staff, call01844 279430 


or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 












Over 200 happy customers in 
Sonning Common. 



















Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
J. or 07887 653866 


° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 


FISH runs regular shopping trios to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. SE OO Te eee aaa? SVAILABLE 


For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. Gift Vouchers Available 


Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 
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MONDAY 3 FISH - Garden Centre Visit 1.306m ! ; : 
WEDNESDAY5 _ Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women's Institute - Village Halll 10.30am - 12noon : Milo and Michael Harper 
FRIDAY 7 Fancy a game of scrabble? Aimed at the more “mature” - Sonning Common Library 10.00am - 12noon ! a ee Te. ’ . 
SATURDAY 8 Peppard Village Fair - Peppard Common 2 - 5pm ! BRANNFORDS ; Milo Tech nical Support 
TUESDAY 11 Seat hep detailed erp rn open evening (pre 1959) 7 - 9pm , — — i 01 18 97? 490 5 17 Se dgewell Roa d 
THURSDAY 13 Sonning Common Primary School centenary open evening (1960 - 1979) 7 - 9pm | 
- Sonning Common Primary School 
FRIDAY 14 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.30am ! 
MONDAY 17 sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall 8pm | 
THURSDAY 20 FISH - Pub lunch 11.30am | 
THURSDAY 20 Sonning Common Women's Institute - Coronation Street Party. Visitors welcome 7.300M ! 
- Village Hall 
FRIDAY 21 Nottakwire dress rehearsal - Village Hall | 
SATURDAY 22 Nottakwire concerts: “We Are One” - Village Hall 10.00am & 2.306m ! 
SATURDAY 22 Sue Ryder Starlight Hike - Green Park, Reading 10.30pm | D118 = x | 2 . by 
TUESDAY 25 Sonning Common Primary School centenary open evening (1980 - 1999) 7 - 9pm : 3 | ny ash oe. “7 eae aca 
- Sonning Common Primary School d Unite, Poemcd Licstria. i ee 
WEDNESDAY 26 Chiltern Players. Open play reading evening. Everybody welcome. 8pm ! » Secondary Caaring. 7 Ceoorkand Conservatarias 
- The Reformation, Gallowstree Common | she owen [Screens , Raita = eres sretme aereed ABACt Oriel ts 
THURSDAY 27 Sonning Common Primary School centenary open evening (2000 - today) 7-9om : eenenor: a SS ee ee fpotantcs 
- Sonning Common Primary School 
FRIDAY 28 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.30am ! 
SATURDAY 29 See RS OHan nner cree alias summer fair 12 - 4pm 2 Come & Experience au f h en tic 
: Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 
al 
meenv OY OCH GGG 
MONDAY 1 FISH - Garden Centre Visit 1.30pm 3 | | eae. = 
THURSDAY 4 oe Village C Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women's Institute - - Village Hall 2 10. 30am - 12noon ' | x Fully Air-Conditioned 
FRIDAY ) Notts group - Village Hall 10.00 am ! * Large Groups Catered For 
SATURDAY 6 : “By a mill stream” - Tales of rural life & love - All Saints’ Church, Rotherfield Peppard : 7.30pm ! 2 1 Wo od Lan e x Open ] Days a Week 
FRIDAY 12 i, Nottakwire practice - Village aCe er | 9.45 - | 1.30am ! Sonning Common TAKE-AWAY MENU 
FRIDAY Ze ea Chiltern Players - an evening of one- act plays - Peppard Memorial Hall — 8pm Paacise | 01 18 972 3104 / 972 1054 We Euarantee Prompt Sonvice on All Orders 
SUNDAY 14 sonning Common Pre-School - summer Garden Party 11.30am - 2pm 
_ MONDAY 15 _ Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall 7 : <) o) 5s ! 
THURSDAY 18 ‘AGE UK & Thames Valley Police - raising awareness of services available fo 10am - 2pm | 
senior residents - Village Hall Aaa Ae ! S J HINTON S ' ONG Cf} 
UR eg Psy oe Unie | ROM Ue Ten ! sie picligy 2 ae eautly 
THURSDAY 18 vistors Ww cena $ tft - “Victim Support” a ‘talk by Gerry Duggan. 7.30pm : C arp e nt e r & J O ] n e r EN iiall deleghont 6 : v2 EYOLT 
FRIDAY19  —_—Notls group - Village Hall : _ ~~ — 10.00am ! Wide range of high-quality carpentry : “, 
WEDNESDAY 24 hindi ne ar a aie Everybody welcome. 8pm 3 services delivered by skilled craftsman UMENIGUREMMPEDICURE * ORGENIC FACIALS 
FRIDAY26 7 Nottakwire practice & end of term lunch - - Village Halll | 9.45 -11 30am | 2 Built-In Wa rdrobes, Cu pboa rds, Shelving. Mi ie Se 





High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EVES) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


®* Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 


| . | iW x= ® Plevihle fawurs 
noble intentions ‘ et | 
| , ae “ae ® Early years education grants available 
landscape garden design 
® Curriculum inclides French, Must & Movement 
and Jhames balley Gye 


® Small friendiy and personal care in 
Sonning Common 


For further informatian, please ash for the manager 
on dis 972 4789, or visit our website. 


on O11 8 972 3214 Jes ‘ad | Hen np abendanyiiirveries. Cont 


www.noble-intentions.com thee frediy! = on septa i 
| emaiis: Info alphabetdaynursertes. con 





(She(Hay (Srees 
Secret vintage style rooms, elegantly decorated 
in the heart of the village. Available for 


Beautiful Vintage Afternoon Tea 
Private Hire for Special Occasions and M eetings 
Traditional Afternoon Tea Hampers Delivered 
Coffee M ornings 


25 Wood Lane = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9S 
thebaytrees.co.uk 





0118 327 1128 


Fed Up With Call Centres ire (ell lUs Na Sitar: VecerolUlnitiale MCLUT-le-lal(-vvel. 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Grokers 


Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
a : and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
L For The Unusual & The Usual to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
es Lane hare iaue sella your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
«House & Contents - Business - Liabilities excellent service or your money back. 
«Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity 


‘Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome | 
0118 924 2603 a 
mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk @) BlueRe 


m{=\@[U(=1s)mr- Mi g>\>e[0(0)K-Me)aliiat-mare\ivarelt 


!ataint s 


www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 3JT 





